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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of Group 1 , claims 26-47 in the reply filed on October 14, 
2008 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out 
the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

2. Claims 48-68 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 26, 39 and 45 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
redundant phrase "the said" is used several times throughout the claims. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

4. Claim 34 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 34 contains 
the trademark/trade name "Velcro". Where a trademark or trade name is used in a 
claim as a limitation to identify or describe a particular material or product, the claim 
does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. See Ex 
parte Simpson, 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1982). The claim scope is uncertain since 
the trademark or trade name cannot be used properly to identify any particular material 
or product. A trademark or trade name is used to identify a source of goods, and not 
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the goods themselves. Thus, a trademark or trade name does not identify or describe 
the goods associated with the trademark or trade name. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 26-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

• Claim 26 recites the limitation "the material." There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 26-29, 31-32 and 36-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Frost et al. (WO 98/58788) in view of Proos et al. (US 5,335,935). 

• Regarding claim 26, Frost et al. discloses a method of molding an article having a 
relatively small thickness in relation to its dimension in plan (page 2, lines 18-20). 
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The method includes providing a mold for the article (page 2, line 21), locating or 
forming one or more inserts on a mold face which defines a part of the surface of the 
molded article (page 2, lines 22-24), introducing a material to be molded into the 
mold (page 2, lines 25-26), maintaining the mold in an orientation while the material 
hardens such that the mold face is inclined to the horizontal at an angle at which the 
insert is retained on the face against slipping by friction during the hardening of the 
material (page 2, line 27 - page 3, line 3), and providing gas-outlet means from an 
upper part of the mold in the orientation to allow the escape of gasses during the 
molding process (page 3, lines 4-6). 
• Frost et al. fails to disclose providing attachment means with an irregular surface in 
contact with the material. However, Proos et al. discloses a method for molding an 
article having a relatively small thickness in relation to its dimension in plan 
(abstract), wherein a material is injected into the mold to form a backing layer 
bonded to the material (abstract), and providing attachment means with an irregular 
surface in contact with the material (col. 3, lines 19-21). As taught by Proos et al., 
providing such attachment means as a roughened layer prior to molding produces 
"...projections which are securely embedded within the resinous backing layer during 
molding such that the leather layer and the resinous backing layer are strongly 
bonded to one another." (col. 3, lines 21-25). Thus, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified 
the method of Frost et al. with the attachment means of Proos et al. to securely 
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embed the material to the attachment means such that they are strongly bonded to 
one another, as taught by Proos et al. 

• Regarding claims 27-28, Proos et al. discloses the attachment means being a 
flexible sheet (col. 3, lines 19-26). 

• Regarding claims 29, and 31-32, Proos etal. discloses the attachment means being 
mechanically roughened to form short bristles (col. 10, lines 64-66) and ribbed (claim 
8). 

• Regarding claims 36-38, Proos et al. discloses the attachment means being 
impermeable polyvinylchloride (col. 9, lines 60-65). 

• Regarding claim 39, Frost et al. discloses during the introduction of the material to 
be molded, the mold is supported in an orientation in which the mold face is 
substantially horizontal and, after the introduction, is moved to an inclined orientation 
at an angle at which the insert is retained on the mold face against slipping by 
friction, for the article to harden (claim 2). 

• Regarding claims 40-41 , Frost et al. discloses the insert being retained in the 
finished article (claim 3), and in which the insert is a partially-cured molded article 
which hardens and bonds to the molding material as the molding material hardens 
(claim 4). 

• Regarding claim 42, Frost et al. discloses a plurality of the inserts being molded in a 
single mold body so shaped that the inserts have a predetermined spacing and 
orientation, which is maintained as the inserts are transferred to their position on the 
mold face (claim 5). 
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• Regarding claim 43, Frost et al. discloses the insert to be retained is molded directly 
on the mold face by means of subsidiary mold means which are removed when the 
insert has cured sufficiently to be at least substantially cohesive (claim 6). 

• Regarding claim 44, Frost et al. discloses the subsidiary mold means including a 
template having cut-out portions defining the insert, and material for forming the 
insert being applied to the apertures in the template (claim 7). 

• Regarding claim 45, Frost et al. discloses the template being placed in contact with 
the mold face and the material for forming the insert applied thereto by spatula and 
scraped off level with the surface of the template (claim 8). 

• Regarding claim 46, Frost et al. discloses a transfer sheet being applied to a partly 
cured insert to maintain the component parts thereof in a predetermined relative 
orientation and spacing upon transfer from the mold body to the mold face (claim 9). 

• Regarding claim 47, Frost et al. discloses the template being cut by a cutter 
controlled by computer means which is programmable to determine the shape of the 
cut-out portions to be changed to form different inserts (claim 10). 

9. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frost et 
al. (WO 98/58788) in view of Proos et al. (US 5,335,935), as applied to claim 26 above, 
further in view of Amano (US 4,963,41 3). 

• Frost et al. in view of Proos et al. fails to disclose chemically the surface of the 
attachment means. However, Amano discloses chemically etching an insert in a 
mold prior to injecting a material onto it (abstract; claim 3). As taught by Amano, 
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chemically etching the insert chemically activates it so that the insert and material 
"...are firmly adhered to each other." (col. 4, lines 39-48). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified the method of Frost etal. with the chemical etching step of Amano to 
chemically activate and firmly adhere the material to the insert, as taught by Amano. 

1 0. Claims 33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Frost et al. (WO 98/58788) in view of Proos et al. (US 5,335,935), as applied to claim 26 
above, further in view of Billarant (US 4,617,214). 

• Frost et al. in view of Proos et al. fails to disclose the attachment means being knit 
loops, Velcro-like or velour. However, Billarant discloses molding an article with an 
insert having attachment means which include loops, velour and are Velcro-like 
(abstract; fig. 1 ; col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 2). As taught by Billarant, attachments 
having these shapes "...firmly bond to the molding material during the molding 
operation." (col. 1, lines 20-23). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the method of 
Frost et al. with the attachment shapes of Billarant to firmly bond the molding 
material to the attachment means, as taught by Billarant. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LARRY THROWER whose telephone number is 571- 
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270-5517. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30AM-6PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina A. Johnson can be reached on 571-272-1176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Larry Thrower/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

/Christina Johnson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



